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Abstract : There was a debate on the religiousness of Confucianism
between New Confucianism represented by Mou Zong-san and Sino-
Christianity represented by Hsieh Fu-ya in 1960s. In 1960, Mou gave a
speech titled “Confucianism as a Religion” at the Tainan Seminary where
he condemned Hsieh’s comment that Confucianism “has insufficient
soaring power” is “superficial and sloppy”. When the text of the speech
had published in the Life magazine, Hsieh wrote the article “the Relations
among Confucianism, Philosophy and Religion” to retort Mou’s
condemnation. Hsieh claimed that, unlike Christianity, Confucianism is not
a “sufficient religion” and criticised Confucianism for disregarding the
sinfulness of humanity and inclining to Chinese nationalism. Instead of
refuting Hsieh’s human nature theory, in Mou’s replies, he merely
continued to condemn the Christian faith promoted by Hsieh only seeking
an external and “illusory” God instead of the reality of the internal mind
nature asserted by Confucianism.

This paper reconstructs the debates between Mou and Hsieh on the
religiousness of Confucianism and argues that their disagreements arise
from their different understanding of transcendence and human nature.
Mou was limited by his Chinese nationalism and deny the possibility of the
integration of Christianity and Confucianism; by contrast, owing to his
religious background, Hsieh rediscovered that the framework of “In-ism”
embedded in Confucianism may accept Christianity and formulate a ‘Sino-

Christianity’.

Keywords : Mou Zong-san, Hsieh Fu-ya, religiousness, transcendence,

New Confucianism, Chinese Philosophy, Christianity
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James Legge, The Religions of China, (London: Hodder and Stougton,
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Jana S Rosker, ‘Is Confucianism a religion? Modern Confucian theories
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p. 291.
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