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Abstract: For Vincent Shen (1949-2018) and many of his intellectual
Christian contemporaries, the encounter of Christianity and Chinese
culture stands as a central theme in their intellectual exploration. While
theologians may approach this subject from the perspective of "religious
localization," philosophers tend to examine it in terms of "religious
convergence and dialogue." However, the ultimate aim of both disciplines
is to resolve the conflicts between the two and the bridging of the gap that
separates them. Starting from conducting a thorough survey of both
Chinese and Western intellectual traditions, Shen analyzes the relationship
between the transcendental nature of Catholicism and the spiritual values
found in Chinese philosophy. He addresses the tensions between tradition
and modernity and further reflects on the humanistic outlooks of both
Chinese and Western traditions in light of the challenges posed by science
and technology. In this context, Shen reinterprets Confucianism and
Taoism and eventually focuses on the issues surrounding Christianity and
Chinese culture. In particular, Shen’s intellectual inquiry centers on the
convergence of Tianxue(Heavenly Learning @ Catholicism) and
Confucianism. This article aims to explore Shen's contribution to the
discourse on the convergence of Tianxue and Confucianism by exploring
Shen’s theory of "strangification," grounded in historical experience and
theoretical reflection on cross-cultural encounters. This effort seeks to offer
a paradigmatic breakthrough in addressing some of the challenges of
localization that have troubled the Chinese Catholic community since the
Ming Dynasty, specifically the notion of "complementing Confucianism"

through positive practice and ontological "strangification."
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