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Abstract: This study organizes the “Muscle Discourse” in the early
aesthetic thoughts of Zhu Guanggian to examine the value and utility of
these scattered viewpoints in his aesthetic system. The author points how
“Muscle Discourse” helped Zhu Guanggian formulate the theory of
empathy and imitation, as well as how it can also serve as a reflection on
Croce’s concept of intuition. Through the findings of current research on
“embodied cognition”, we can find many side clues, which in turn prove
that Zhu Guangqian's determination of empathy theory embodies a
consistent logic: this is exactly where he was not only inspired by Croce,
but also contradicts Croce’s thoughts step by step.

Keywords: Zhu Guangqian, Benedetto Croce, somaesthetics, embodied
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