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Abstract: Whether Confucianism is still valuable to modern society is an
important issue in the field of Chinese philosophy. This paper focus on
Confucianism from the perspective of Postconventional ethics of respon-
sibility, and looks for some worthy references for modern society. This
article will take Xunzi's thought as the object of discussion and "Junzi" as
the key word to discuss Xunzi's thought. From the view of Xunzi on the
"Junzi", it explains why Xunzi's thought can be defined in the Postconven-
tional ethics of responsibility. Xunzi's "Junzi" represents an ideal person-
ality model. A cultured Junzi can break away from the traditional customs,
emotions, and blood relatives, uphold universal moral principles and take
the initiative to practice morality to embody his own moral subjectivity.
The reason why Confucianism has a realistic meaning to present society
lies not only in describing the moral connotation but also in pointing out

concrete methods in practice. Through "Etiquette" and "Music", Xunzi
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enlights people by letting people know each other's commonality and par-
ticularity, and understanding that people can relate through emotion and
take care of each other's circumstances of existence in sympathy. Hence it
establishes a society that is reasonable and suitable for the life and

self-expression of all.

Keywords: Postconventional + Ethics of responsibility * Xunzi ~ Junzi -

etiquette and music
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