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How is the “quan” of Mozi possible?

Lin, Xiao-mei

Department of philosophy, xiamen university

Abstract: Based on the description of quan (#{) in Ta-ch’ii CKH) asa
logical starting point, this essay trys to supplement and correct the existing
problems in the process of quan and make it form a complete ethical
construction.First of all, this essay clarifies the concept of quan and its
ethical construction in Mozi, then further critically examines the problems
existing in the ethics of quan. At the same time, this essay also tries to
emphasize that the quan of moral principles should pay attention to human
emotion and the legitimacy of reasonable self-interest from the perspective
of moral emotion, so as to perfect the reconstruction of the ethics of
quan.Finally, this essay attempts to respond to some possible refutations,
especially Williams's “personal integrity” and “moral luck”. According to
the above,We will see that although the ethics of quan as a normative force
does not oppose the traditional normative ethics, it is neither completely
deontological nor should it be attributed to utilitarianism.The possibility of
quan in Mozi is based on the fact that motivation and result are equally
important. If the actor's motivation does not produce the expected behavior
result, or the behavior result does not come from the actor's motivation, it
is not the behavior requirement and moral reason of “how should” after

weighing.

Keywords: Mozi, Ta-ch’li, quan, moral dilemma, moral reasons
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