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Moral Metaphysics of Tang Junyi- A Study of the
Arguments in The Formation of Moral Self

Pong, Wen-Berng

Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University

Abstract : In Mind-Substance and Nature-Substance ( (/[ FaEaHE ) )
Mou Zongsan makes a distinction between Moral Metaphysics and
Metaphysics of Morals in order to distinguish moral philosophy of
Confucianism from Kant’s. In Tang Junyi’s early work The Formation of
Moral Self ( (ZE{=EEH ¥ 17 ) ) one finds already clearly his own version
of Moral Metaphysics. This paper attempts to summarize Tang’s arguments
in the following three propositions : (1)Moral Self is the Metaphysical
substance of Mind; (2)Metaphysical substance of Mind and Metaphysical
substance of Universe; (3)(finite)Materials and (finite)Minds in the World
are all the manifestations of metaphysical Substance of Mind. Tang Junyi
selects many theoretical sources originated from German Idealists, mainly
Kant, Fichte and Hegel. This paper has two aims : (1) to trace the sources
of philosophy of German Idealism in Tang Junyi’s arguments; (2) to

evaluate his arguments.

Keywords : Moral Self, Moral Metaphysics, Substance of Mind, Tang

Junyi, Mou Zongsan,
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