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An Analysis of LaoTze Textual Variations through the
Use of Laotze Tao Te Ching Ancient Annotations -

Added Discussion of “Lao” solutions and
explanations

CHEN, Li-Kuei

Department of Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract: Southern Song Dynasty Taoist scholar Fan Ying Yuan’s Laotze
Tao Te Ching Ancient Annotations adopted over 300,000 versions of
opinions from Pre-Qin and Han Fei regarding the precious Laotze. This
paper is based on the ancient Laotze and Han Fei Zi solution and
explanation. It also uses representative literature from Laotze Intention,
LaoTze He Shanggong Chapters, Laotze WangBi’s Note, Fu Yi, and four
types of contrasting Laotze versions. Laotze is examined under variable
transitional conditions.

More obviously: 1.Fan Ying Yuan’s ancient annotations cited Han
Fei’s “lao” explanation and solution. No previous scholar has completely
studied Han Fei’s “lao” explanation and solution. 2. The differences
between He Shanggong and Fan are great, past and present. There is the
most similarity among Fan and WangBi and Fan and Fu Yi because of
Taoist transfer rules. 3. Now there is more of a discrepancy between Fan
and WangBi, which is likely due to HeShang Gong. 4.Fan Ying Yuan’s
Proterozoic Annotations can make lost Taoist works come alive and be

relevant in the present.
Keywords : Fan Ying Yuan ~ Laotze Tao Te Ching ~ ’Lao” Solution ~ ”Lao”

Explanation ~ Laotze Intention ~ LaoTze He Shanggong Chapters ~ Laotze
WangBi's Note ~ Fu Yi ~ Laotze Variation
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