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Q1 Huan Duke and Guan Zhong’ Reform and the
forming of Guanzi’s Theory of Ruling with Both
Rites and Law

Chen, Pei-Chun
Department of Philosophy, Chinese Culture University

Abstract: Distinguished from Three Jin States and Qin State’s Legalism
who emphasize law and devalue rites, Qi State’s Legalism and Guanzi
rules with both rites and law. How does Guanzi make it possible to rule
with both rites and law? This paper tries to analyze this process with two
steps. First, to find the source in Qi State’s culture. To rule with both rites
and law not only a philosophical theory, but actually happened in Qi Huan
Duke and Guan Zhong’ reform. Second, to make theory explicit. In Guanzi,
Huanglaoists in Jixia Academy make a theoretical promotion of the rules
of Qi Huan Duke and Guan Zhong’ reform. On the foundation of “Dao”,
they try to interflow the advantages of Daoism, Confucianism and
Legalism. They regard “Rites” as the human nature respect of “Dao”,
consider “Law” as the objective principles respect of “Dao”, and build a
systematic theory based on the method of interflowing rites and law by

Dao as a result.

Keywords: Qi Huan Duke, Guanzi, Reform, Rites and Law, Huanglaoism

in Jixia Academy
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