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Wang Ting-Xiang' positivism Xinxing theory

Kwon, Oh-Hyang
Ph. D., Sungkyunkwan University

Abstract:The Wang Tingxiang(1-%EAH)'s Substance theory(Benti Al ), Mind&Nature
theory(Xinxing UVEGw), and Political theory(Jingshi #$1H i) associate with the real
world in large part, which is an important character of his philosophy. This paper aims to
explore this aspect in his Xinxing theory.

Wang's Qi theory(%if) has been influenced a great deal by his experiences as a
local officer, where he saw and felt the difficulties that peoples endured, and becomes much
more realistic and objective. Not surprisingly, such realistic and objective thoughts can be
found in his Xinxing theory.

He postulates ‘Shengzhiweixing(*f:.2781E)’. Xing(14:) germinates from Qi(%&) so
that Sing cannot exist once Qi departs. Xing is given by nature and thus natural itself. As
being natural, Sing conforms the universality so that it become not only equitable but also
impersonal. Xin(:(») is the subject of cognition, but it functions via Shen(jiif'). Shen helps
Xin receive external objects naturally and freely. Xin reacts to the objects but does not play
any subjective role, called by 'Thing reach at Xin(f£4%)’. This leads to Xin's objectivity.
Cognition develops into knowledge through experiences. But, true knowledge can be
obtained only by a circulative learning process; experiencing, inferring inductively,
reasoning of mistakes, and questioning. If everyone in the society finds out the work of
which he is the most capable, endeavors to get true knowledge and practice it, and
cultivates manner(jii;) and goodness(:), then the society where everyone enjoys a joyful
life can be realized.

His Xinxing is liberal, equitable and objective by nature, and knowledge and
morality are cultivated by empirical learning processes. This is Wang's positivism in his

Xinxing theory.
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