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Analysis on Su Qin’s Thinking in Describing Zong Hen
Clique during the Warring States

Lee, Hsien-Chung

Professor, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University, Taiwan

Abstract: In December 1973, a book copied on silk similar to Zhan Guo Ce was
discovered in Number Three Tomb of Ma Wang Dui. It preserved the reliable letters
about Su Qin which has been buried for more than 2,000 years. The previous 14 chapters,
in particular, can correct the essential errors of history about Su Qin, and further revise
and supplement the record during the Warring States. From perspective of philosophical
thinking, this study probes into the letters about Su Qin, King Yan and King Chi in
Describing Zong Hen Clique during the Warring States. It suggests that content structure
of Su Qin letters includes control of information, positioning, situation analysis,
responsive strategy, evaluation of effectiveness and proposal of demand. The thoughts are
based on persuasive thinking. The thinking methods include analogy, contrast, Duo Nan
(Embarrassments) method, level analysis direction and subject transfer deduction. This
study compares the thinking with different schools in Pre-Qin. The clarification of Su
Qin’s thinking will help supplement Mingbian logic history of Pre-Qin and future

development.

Key Terms: Su Qin, The thinking methods, Analogy, contrast, Duo Nan

(Embarrassments) method, Level analysis direction, Subject transfer deduction.
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