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A Study of the Concept of Li ¥ (Principle)

in the Xunzi:

The Idea to Realize the Cultural Order
in the Human World

Sato, Masayuki

Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University

Abstracts : This article aims to elucidate the content and the significance of the concept
of /i (principle/order/rule) in the thought of Xunzi. Together with other terms such as zhi
'8, zheng 1F, and ping “f- the term is used as representing “order,” and a sort of

“rational standard” for one’ s thought, words and behaviors. This article also tries to
understand the another dimension in the term: by means of a combination of the term
with the term  “wen 37"  (culture/civilization), Xunzi has proposed an image of the
supremacy of human cultural order which should be attained by the virtuous power of
rituals, social norm and justice (liyi f§%%). Xunzi has been convinced that the order of
human society should be embodied in the full representation of human and cultural
significance. Xunzi requested both officer-aspirants and rulers from local to world level
to put their moral values into practice through the form of rituals and social norms,
because it is in that kind of cultural order that the human moral excellence can be fully

manifested in the whole human world.

Key Terms: Xunzi, The concept of /i ¥ (principle), wenli ¥ (principle of human

culture), The Liishi chungiu
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