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Liu Fenglu’s Illumination of Gongyang Doctrine

Wong, Hui Chuan
Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract: Around the turn from Emperor Qianlung to Emperor Jiaqing
in the Qing Dynasty, textual criticism was popular, and the scholars
committed themselves to the old-text Confucianism. On the other hand,
Zhuang Cunyu, from Changzho, initiated the new-text study of
Gongyang Zhuan; rather than sticking solely to textual criticism, he was
looking for the deeper political thought of Confucius within the classics,
beginning the trend of the new-text Confucianism. While later scholars,
such as Kong Guangsen and Zhuang Shuzu, dabbled at the new-text
Confucianism rather than studied it systematically, Liu Fenglu, from the
mid-Qing Dynasty, was the first one who followed the tradition of the
new-text school without disobeying the academic principles of textual
criticism. In his Zuoshi Chunqiu Kaozheng, Liu made an inter-textual
research among the text of Zuoshi Chunqiu and its entries in Shiji and
Hanshu. Though some of his viewpoints had been mentioned
fragmentarily before, he was the first one who systematically made a
comprehensive textual criticism and refutation of the old-text Zuo Zhuan
by means of the new-text Gongyang Zhuan, which lead to the battle
between the old-text school and the new-text school of Confucianism in
the late Qing Dynasty. Furthermore, in Chunqiu Gongyang Heshi Shili,
he voiced his own point of view. Such an approach to Gongyang’s
commentaries, though not exegetical, didn’t basically diverge from the
academic principles of textual criticism, and this is what distinguished
him from the earlier scholars of the new-text school. It’s not surprising
that Liang Qichao valued Chunqgiu Gongyang Heshi Shili highly.
Therefore, this article employs this book as the foundation whereupon to
study the Liu Fenglu’s thought on the Gongyang doctrine.

Key Terms: Textual Criticism, Gongyang Doctrine, New-Text
Confucianism, Old-Text Confucianism
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